Paucker et ai 
2003P06043WOUS 



AMENDMENT TO THE CLAIMS 
The text of all pending claims, (including withdrawn claims) is set forth below. Cancelled 
and not entered claims are indicated with claim number and status only. The claims as listed 
below show added text with underlining and deleted text with strilcothrough . The status of 
each claim is indicated with one of (original), (currently amended), (cancelled), (withdrawn), 
(new), (previously presented), or (not entered). 



1. (Cancelled). 

2. (Cancelled). 

3. (Cancelled). 

4. (Cancelled). 

5. (Cancelled). 

6. (Cancelled). 

7. (Cancelled). 

8. (Cancelled). 

9. (Cancelled). 

10. (Cancelled). 

11. (Cancelled). 

12. (Cancelled). 
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13. (Cancelled). 

14. (Cancelled). 

15. (Cancelled). 

1 6. (new) An operating device, comprising: 
an operating element, 

a front element comprising an operator-side front side and rear side, 

a recess in the front element, in which the operating element can move and which is 

surrounded by a first contact face on the front element, 

the operating element comprising a second contact face which faces the first contact 
face and is configured such that it is in contact with the first contact face in a non- 
actuated position, and 

the second contact face arranged to be removed from the first contact face upon 
actuation, 

wherein the first contact face on the rear side of the front element is of annular and flat 
configuration, 

wherein the operating element is svirrounded circumferentially by the flat second 
contact face which corresponds to the first contact face and is of annular 
configuration, 

wherein the first contact face and the second contact face have a medium to high 
surface quality, and 

wherein the second contact face of the operating element is stressed against the first 
contact face of the recess by means of a first elastic element such that a permanently 
defined surface pressure is set between the first contact face and the second contact 
face, and the first contact face and the second contact face are arranged to interact as a 
seal against spray water and dirt. 

17. (new) The operating device according to claim 16, wherein the operating element is 
arranged to be movable such that it is guided in the recess in the front element. 
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18. (new) The operating device according to claim 16, wherein the operating element 
comprises a first guide arranged to extend on the rear side in the actuation direction and 
interacts with a corresponding second guide. 

19. (new) The operating device according to claim 18, wherein the first guide and the 
second guide include a contour in the circumferential direction arranged such that the 
operating element cannot be rotated. 

20. (new) The operating device according to claim 16, wherein the first contact face and 
the second contact face comprise a conical configuration. 

21. (new) The operating device according to claim 16, wherein the operating element is a 
pushbutton and the first elastic element is arranged and configured such that when the 
operating element is actuated, the first elastic element exerts a restoring force on the operating 
element counter to the actuation direction. 

22. (new) The operating device according to claim 21, wherein the operating element is 
arranged to be secured against rotation. 

23. (new) The operating device according to claim 21, wherein the operating element is 
secured against rotation in the recess by means of a second contour of the recess and a first 
contour of the operating element which is assigned to said second contour. 

24. (new) The operating device according to claim 16, further comprising a carrier 
arranged on the rear side of the firont element, and the fi-ont element is fastened to said carrier. 

25. (new) The operating device according to claim 24, wherein the operating element 
further comprises a hold-down which interacts with the carrier with a form-fitting connection 
such that, in the absence of the fi-ont element, the restoring force from the first elastic element 
on the operating element is absorbed by the carrier by means of the hold-down. 

26. (new) The operating device according to claim 16, further comprising: 
a hold-down element arranged on the rear side of the front element, and 

wherein the operating element has a hold-down which interacts with the hold-down 
element with a form-fitting connection such that, in the absence of the front element. 
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the restoring force from the elastic element on the operating element is absorbed by 
the hold-down element by means of the hold-down. 

27. (new) The operating device according to claim 24, wherein the hold-down element is 
fastened to the carrier. 

28. (new) The operating device according to claim 26, wherein the hold-down element is 
fastened to the CEirrier. 
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